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About Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT)...

LBT works with Lutheran church partners in addition thestBible translation organizations so
that every person might have the opportunity to reaat, laed understand the Good News in
their own language.

LBT recruits Lutherans to become missionaries and serve
- translating the Bible
- developing literacy so that the Bible can be read and uoders
- encouraging the use of Scripture through culturally appropmatia
- producing other literature such as health pamphlets or fime
- surveying the languages of an area to get a better idelaeoé translations are
needed
- developing music or other art forms to aid in worship.

The Kwanja people in Cameroon, West Africe
celebrating the arrival of their New Testament in 2006

LBT’'s mission statement...

The mission of Lutheran Bible Translators is to helpdpeople to faith in Jesus Christ by
making the Word of God available to those who do not yet itan the language of their hearts.

LBT facts and figures...

There aré82 LBT missionarieswho serve irLl7 countries on five continents There are
currently90 Bible translation and/or scripture use and linguistic resarch programs in
progress In the last 40+ years, there have b28iNew Testament translations completed
and over 7 million people now have the Word in theirhiaaguage due to those translations.



The bare facts of Bible translation...

There are 6.5 billion people in the world and over 6,90§uages spoken

- 2,251 languages don’t
have any Scripture

- 1,953 translation programs
are in progress

- 1,144 languages have
access to only the New
Testament

- Only 429 languages have
the entire Bible translated

- 196,000,000 people have NO

Scripture at all in their heart
language!

Allow us to introduce ourselves...

Rich is a pastor and leader at heart. He served as Vic

and then Associate Pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran Church

in Dayton Ohio from 2003-2007. In 2007, he received

the Certificate in Applied Linguistics from the Graduate

Institute of Applied Linguistics iDallas Texas. He

earned the M.Div from Concordia Seminary in 2005 and

the B.B.A. from Eastern Michigan University in 1996.

Maya is mom to the crew and a great leader, organizer,

and encourager. She is trained in basic linguistics andhpr health care. We have five
wonderful children, each uniquely different and gifted byl @ service.

Christopher (12) is our mechanical genius, interested in
how things work and making stuff go. Katherine (9) is a
little mother of her own and is an avid reader and writer
Matt (6) is a talented singer and loves to write anghkee
track of numbers. Josh (5) is a born missionary and
explorer. Just give him a backpack with a Bible and his
explorer kit and he's ready to go be a missionary.cB€R)
is the family comedian and drama queen. She loves to
make her brothers laugh by reciting lines from their
favorite movies or talking like cartoon characters.

We have accepted a tentative placement as missiotar@zithern Africa as Bible translators
working in partnership with the Lutheran Church bodies its®ana or Namibia. We hope to
depart in the summer of 2009.



What does all of this have to do with you?

As we prepare for our first term, we are developing
a core group of partners to join with us in ministry.
We define a 'partner' as a person, group, or church
who shares our vision of reaching Bible-less people
groups with the Word of God in their own language.
A prayer partner is a partner who chooses to act on
the vision by committing to pray specifically for us
and our ministry on a daily basis. A financial
partner is a partner who chooses to act on the vision
by committing to give regularly to our ministry.
_ LBT and its missionaries are not funded by any
Sunday School in Botswan Lutheran denomination, rather we develop
partnerships with individuals and local congregations toesimathe ministry and mission of
Bible translation. Starting in July 2008, we will spehdat a year traveling to Lutheran
churches around the United States to develop partnershiggefministry of Bible translation in
Southern Africa.We are askingyou to invite us to speak to your congregation, school, board,
small group, class, LWML or any of the above

What's in it for you?...

Pastors and church leaders, | want to answer thisignesinvincingly for you. Having been a
pastor, | firmly believe one of the best things we ga&e to the local church is a vision of how
God is working around the world. A partnership with our migistill do just that. We will

help you create or bolster your congregation's vision @mtdamission with an introduction to
the work of Bible translation, periodic updates on the pissgoé our specific ministry in
Southern Africa, and return visits when we are in thédd States every few years. We want
you and your congregation to have a stake in the workuth8m Africa and to feel a mission
connection through your participation with Lutheran Bibtanslators and our specific ministry

That sounds good, but why Bible translation?...

The ministry of Bible translation is at the corenfo we are as Lutherans dating back to Luther
himself who broke with the tradition of the westernir@h and translated the Bible into the
German language so that everyone could hear and unde@adfsword in the language of

their hearts. Luther himself said] Wish . . . that this Book alone, in all languages, would live
in the hands, eyes, ears, and hearts of all peoplEhat's a pretty global vision.

In the 2% century, the Lutheran church is growing faster in@sfrihen anywhere on the planet.
In fact there are more Lutherans in Africa then althnited States! But for them to be effective
at developing sustainable Christian thought and lifeethemaking them more effective
ministers of the gospel to their neighbors, they neegdtsre in a language that speaks to their
hearts. That's where our partnership comes in and gagenn ministry in the translation of the
word of God — a ministry that defines us to the coreudlserans!



If you invite us, what will the event look like?

We can do just about anything you would like us to do. IEame on a Sunday, we can do any
of the following:
- Rich can preach the sermon (Rich is rostered ordainddS_clergy)
Rich and/or Maya can give a brief 'temple talk’hia service.
We can share a brief video about LBT
Adult Bible class presentation*
Children's Sunday School

*We have a couple of different presentations for aduiteBelass that lay out what happens in
Bible translation, some attention grabbing linguistic eisescand so forth.

We have also met with small groups, ladies groups, cthoalhds, mission boards, school
groups, youth groups, home Bible study groups, etc. and donatateses, shown a video, just
sat back and talked, been interviewed for an audienckedgblirgers for a mission festival - you
name it — we are very flexible.

Three basic things we want to accomplish:
We want to share about the ministry of Bible tramsiat
We want to show how individuals, groups, and churches eamvblved
We want to specifically ask those present to prayertidlysider ongoing partnership in
some form with our ministry.

We have found that things work best if we attend tdahewing:

- We will need a spot to setup a small display of LBT nialieso we have a contact point
to help people connect with and explore partnership opiitnanslation ministry.
If Rich preaches, we need a brief announcement timeekhso that we can avoid talking
nuts and bolts about partnership during the sermon (we waeep it focused on Christ)
We need to have the pastor there. The opportunity td partnership does not work
well if we are serving as pulpit supply while the pasta@isewhere. Once we have a
relationship established with the congregation, if wehedp you out by filling in on a
Sunday and our schedule allows — we'd be glad to do it.

So what's next?

Within a couple of weeks of you receiving this portfoliogarf us will get in touch with you to
discuss having us come out and meet with your church in geme. So if you are interested,
you might want to start the process of talking with yeldiers or whomever you have to run
something like this by. We are scheduling Sundays and theg in the weekdays based on
where we are on the weekends. A partial schedule efemie plan to speak is posted on our
website under 'speaking tour'. We would love the opporttmicpme out and talk and get to
know you and see where the Lord leads in terms of patipebetween the ministries he has
given to each of us respectively. | look forwarddlixing with you further. Until then, may the
Grace and Peace of our Lord, given freely to us througl®sétisJesus, be with you.



